
The Three Wise Kings, Catalan Atlas, 1375
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Dear Friends,

Advent is the time of waiting. Great
things are coming. Good news is
expected. Are we getting excited?
With beautiful crisp days of cold air
and glowing sunshine, where your
breath billows like a smoke signal
into the sky; when the first snowfall
might soon be upon us; where
Christmas trees are being
decorated; lights are in the gardens
and on rooftops; cards are being
written; presents bought and
wrapped, and Slade are blasting
out of every shop doorway
announcing ‘Here it is…!’ Is it indeed,
‘beginning to feel a lot like Christmas’ for
you?

Advent is the time of waiting. Great things
are coming. The birth of a newborn baby in
a stable in Bethlehem; the good news of a
saviour announced not by fanfare and
trumpet, but by a ragtag bunch –
shepherds in the fields, and strange
visitors from abroad. For this was a
humble, servant King, born to an ordinary
family on the verge of fleeing as refugees
from Palestine to Egypt because of the
imminent threat to their lives from the ruling
powers. Sometimes, these old stories still
have a modern ring.

This year the well-loved carol, ‘O Little
Town of Bethlehem, How Still We See
Thee Lie,’ might have to be parked in the
garage, to be dusted down and brought out
again next year instead. There is little
‘deep and quiet sleep’ in the Holy Land at
the moment, and throughout this
Christmas season it is an ongoing tragedy
that we should keep remembering in our
prayers and our words; praying that at this
of all times, a true and lasting peace, and a
journey towards a just solution, might
begin.

The dire struggles of the world do not
mean, however, that we should not be
happy and joyful as we celebrate the birth
of Jesus Christ. In fact, maybe in these
times we should do so even more. Maybe
we should ‘go large’ in our letting our family
and friends know how much we love them.
We should be even more grateful for the
freedom and peace and relative comfort in
which we live. And we should carry with us
in our hearts the promise of the coming of
the Christ-child: that there will be, one day,
a world of peace and harmony between all
peoples, equally and beautifully made in
God’s image. In short, we should keep with
us that the Christmas story is one of love,
and of hope.

Many of us have favourite Christmas films
that we return to year after year, and
Christmas would not quite be the same
without them. It could be for you a movie
that is very ‘Christmassy,’ like ‘The
Snowman’ or ‘Elf’; or maybe a film that has
developed a strong connection with this
time of year, such as ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’
or even ‘The Great Escape.’ For our family,
it’s a corny comedy called ‘Christmas with
the Kranks,’ with Tim Allen and Jamie Lee
Curtis. I won’t spoil the plot if you’ve never
seen it, (to be honest, there isn’t much of a



plot), but its main theme is ‘homecoming.’
Loved ones from far away coming back to
be home at Christmas, but also touching
moments in the film for those who cannot
be reunited across the miles; where there
is, if you like, a ‘homecoming of the heart.’

That theme is very much to the fore in a
new short film which is being released at
the start of December. It’s called ‘The
Shepherd,’ from a novella by Frederick
Forsyth. ‘The Shepherd’ stars, amongst
others, John Travolta, who bought the film
rights to book, after having had a very
similar experience in real life to the fictional
plot (yes, this one does have a plot!).

The events in the film take place in 1957 on
Christmas Eve, when a young RAF pilot is
returning to his home base for Christmas,
only for his plane to develop sudden
electrical failure. Without navigational
guidance or radio contact, he is doomed.
Beginning to accept that this is the end for
him, from nowhere he spots in the
darkness another plane, a ‘Good
Samaritan’ who offers to guide him home to
safety.

The director, Ian Softley, said recently that
he believed the story was so powerful
because: ‘It makes you question and
examine what home means and what is
important. And it goes beyond that. It's
about the kind of sacred nature in a lot of

religions of bringing people home and
looking after the lost traveller... I think also
at Christmas, you don't only think about
your loved ones, it's a time when you think
about other people who are less fortunate.
I think it encapsulates all of that, and I think
that's why people find it moving and
resonant.’

As Ian Softley said, in the Christian tradition
as well as in other faiths, the idea of
‘homecoming’ is recurrent. Think of the
Parable of the Prodigal Son, or of the return
of the people of Israel from exile in Babylon
or in Egypt. And in such stories from the
Bible, ‘homecoming’ means much more
than geography. It means love and
forgiveness, acceptance and togetherness
amongst other people. It means a
‘homecoming’ too with God, that through
Jesus we re-unite and ‘come home’ to be
with a God that made us and loves us.

In the coming weeks, I hope that you
experience a ‘homecoming’ in its many
different ways. May God bless you and your
loved ones in this Advent time. May you
have a happy Christmas. And may the love,
peace and hope of God be your
companions in these days, and throughout
the coming year of 2024.

God bless,

Sandy
3
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This year we are celebrating the light that
we can bring to others through
our Christmas Appeal which tells the
stories of women artisans and
entrepreneurs in Bangladesh.

Every woman deserves the chance to
break out of poverty…

And in Bangladesh, young women have
become a guiding light in their community -
leading the way out. Kurigram is one of the
most disaster-prone areas in Bangladesh,
situated very close to the two big rivers of
Dharla and Brahmaputra which means that
Kurigram is one of the most severely flood
affected areas in the country.

The climate crisis hits people hard,
wreaking havoc on traditional farming
livelihoods. For women, opportunities are
even more limited, with societal norms to
marry young, and little scope for study or
future work. Yet the women we feature in
our Christmas Appeal have come together
to carve their own paths and encourage
each other towards a life where they can
flourish. Many of these women are running

online businesses while pursuing their
studies, all ensuring that they are furthering
their prospects for a bright future.

Kakoli's story
Looking back, 21-year-old Kakoli Khatun,
who lives in Kurigram, remembers, ‘I didn’t
have any dreams a few years ago… To do
something, I had to ask for money from my
brothers and father. I explained to my
parents that I don’t want to marry, let me
grow up. I want to study now.’ Now,
Kakoli is studying for a degree at college. At
the same time, she’s running a successful
business.

In the midst of her aspirations, Kakoli
stumbled upon Nakshi Kantha, a centuries-
old Bengali art tradition known for its
exquisite embroidered quilts.

She recognised the potential of this
traditional craft, not just as a source of
income but also as a way to preserve a
cherished cultural heritage.

Kakoli launched her business with
training, start-up funding and support from

NEWS FROM CHRISTIANAID



Christian Aid and our partner Aid
Comilla. Kakoli says, ‘Without this
support, we couldn’t do this work and
couldn’t progress in the future.’

She has found community in an
extraordinary group of gifted women,
artisans and entrepreneurs, who've set
up a business to sell their beautiful
craftwork online. These women have
become a powerful force for change in
their communities. Your gift could
enable someone like Kakoli to shape
their future.

This Christmas,
will you help

young women shine?
You can contribute via the offerings at
this year’s Watchnight and Christmas
morning services, which will be shared
between Christian Aid and
CrossReach.

Alternatively you can give directly, and
take advantage of gift aid, through the
Christian Aid website at
ht tps : / /g i ve .chr i s t iana id .o rg .uk /dona te /
CAM-005883

Advent Prayer
by Rt Rev Sally Foster-Fulton

‘She wrapped him in swaddling bands
and laid him in a manger.’ Luke 2:7

Many historians refer to swaddling bands as
being carefully crafted, embroidered with
symbols, family history and genealogy. Not
random strips of leftover cloths, these were a
sign of love, of protection, of belonging.

God, you wrap yourself around your creation
and your children, like swaddling bands. Your
creative imagination dances across every life,
the breath of your divine spirit draws out our
songs and stories. As we wait with pregnant
expectation, we do not do so passively, but with
an audacious hope. May we craft and create a
world that welcomes all your children into our
one global family, that embraces, comforts,
warms and welcomes. This Advent and
Christmas we pray for the work of Aid Comilla,
our partners in Bangladesh. They empower,
train and support women to create businesses
that sustain and inspire. Like swaddling bands,
Nakshi Kantha blankets are beautifully crafted
signs of love, of protection, of belonging. This
Christmas, they represent a gift to their
communities. God bless them. God call us
together and wrap us well. Amen
5
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SESSION MATTERS
I have two Kirk Session meetings to
summarise this time. We had a meeting in
September and an unscheduled meeting in
November. In each meeting the Session
recognised the deaths of various
congregation members which had been
reported in the weekly emails and had
expressed their condolences to the families
concerned. Session noted Ros Burns’
request to stand down meantime from active
participation in Session work and thanked
her for her involvement both in Session and
the Business Committee. They appointed
Walter Thomson to be a member of the
oversight panel for the funds covering
mission/Buttberg/First Friday Friends.

In the September meeting we reviewed the
operation of the shared services of the
‘Newington Trinity’ congregations over the
summer. The feedback was very positive
with a welcome for the increased numbers,
the worship and singing. Discussions are
underway over how similar shared worship
as ‘Newington Trinity’ might be taken forward
in 2024.

Concerns over the crowding in the Bill
McDonald Hall for refreshment after such
services were considered and at the
November meeting it was agreed to pilot the
temporary removal of the front three rows of
pews to enable fellowship to be undertaken
in the south transept. Some concerns about
congestion and access might then be
addressed by replacing the pews with chairs.

As part of the increased shared activities, the
Session approved support for two initiatives
at Priestfield: the first was to assist with the
purchase of advent calendars for
Prestonfield Primary School; the second was
to help with the school’s residential course.

The youth committee reported on the plans
for engaging young people in worship and
the proposed activities in the autumn and
winter for the Sunday evening youth group.
The outing to Blackford Hill had been a
success and Bettina Hather would be
engaging more with ‘Messy Church’ at
Priestfield and with Prestonfield School.

On safeguarding, discussions were
underway with the other congregations to
ensure a coordinated approach for the union

as well as establishing elders training in due
course.

The Session at both meetings received
updates on the Presbytery mission plan and
the proposed union. A potential delay to the
original planned date for the union of 1
January 2024 – primarily due to procedural
reasons – was discussed and opportunities
were explored to progress the union as far
as possible until the formal process could be
completed. These included the proposal
that all three Kirk sessions of the ‘Newington
Trinity’ congregation meet in parallel to
consider issues of joint interest while
retaining their individual decision-making in
respect of both these proposals and any
decisions relating to their own
congregations. It was hoped to begin these
Kirk Session meetings in the new year. At the
November meeting it was reported that
Presbytery had approved the sale of
Craigmillar Park church. The general
trustees were thought to be supportive and
confirmation would be sought by Craigmillar
Park. The sale was a decision for Craigmillar
Park until the formal union occurred.

It was also noted that Presbytery had agreed
the proposal to designate the Westminster
Confession of Faith as a subordinate
standard of faith in a Book of Confessions
which would also include the Scots
Confession and the 1992 Statement of Faith.
The primary confession of faith by ministers
and elders in future, if approved by the
General Assembly, would be Scripture and
the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds.

Session supported the proposal for Sandy
Forsyth to be appointed as Vice Principal of
New College. While it was noted that this
would slightly increase his obligations there,
these were felt to be manageable. Following
Presbytery’s approval the appointment was
confirmed and Session welcomed the
development.

Arrangements for events and services over
the Christmas period were confirmed and
these have been notified separately.

In receiving reports from the various
committees, Session noted with thanks the
contribution made by David Booth over many

many years to the work of the fellowship
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years to the work of the fellowship
committee. Aileen Nimmo, who succeeds
David, paid tribute to his and Catherine’s
work.

Session also received a report from Sandra
Carter in respect of a memory friendly trail of
the sanctuary which had been developed
and is to be piloted with First Friday Friends
and others interested, prior to making it
available generally. This is the first project of
its kind in Scotland. Mayfield Salisbury is
also featured in an interactive learning
resource for faith communities to build a
more supportive environment for people with
dementia, their families and friends. It is
available on the Faith in Older People’s
website. Southside Faith Care is progressing
towards achieving its target of £2.5k to
enable centre staff to be employed. In the
meantime, they have appointed a part time
development worker to set down the
essential infrastructure and initial activities
up to March 2024.

John Graham as Treasurer reported on the
six-monthly outturn report suggesting that
the planned deficit might be reduced.
Session also considered how to take
forward support for pilgrimage now that the
Ian McCallum fund was exhausted. Session
expressed their sincere appreciation to
Jenny McCallum for the support under this
Fund over the years. They agreed to
establish a budget line in 2024 to cover
pilgrimage activities. Session also noted
with appreciation the receipt of a generous
legacy from Kenneth Palmer and agreed
the allocation of the resources in line with
his wishes.

As part of the development ahead of the
new union, Session agreed to apply to the
Seeds for Growth fund, operated by the
Church of Scotland, to scope new and
different types of worship in the new parish.

Session approved recommendations from
the Salisbury Fund for planned and
additional payments for 2023 and thanked
the Fund for its work.

At both meetings Session received updates
from John Graham on the working group’s
consideration of the heating project for the
sanctuary and the halls. At the November
meeting Session approved further work by

consultants on the options between air
source heat pumps (ASHPs) and
replacement gas boilers. Session continued
to support work to achieve net zero where
possible but it was important to ensure that
the business case covering either option was
as robust as possible. Session also
approved expenditure to explore whether the
roofs were strong enough to support solar
panels as an additional source of electricity
generation. The timing and installation of the
project depended both on the availability of
equipment and skilled staff to install as well
as available finance.

Under either option the working group was
likely to recommend the installation of
underfloor heating in the sanctuary as
opposed to replacing the pipework in the
trenches in the aisles.

If anyone wishes further information on
these discussions please do not hesitate to
contact me: clerkmspc@gmail.com

Boyd McAdam
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SOUTHSIDE FAITH CARE
Good news from Southside Faith Care, the
new charity where older people can tackle
together the reasons why being older may
be less satisfying than we hoped and do
something about it.

We have raised the money we needed to get
started, nearly £250,000, with warmest
thanks to the Tor Christian Foundation, the
Benefact Trust, Queensberry House Trust,
Awards for All, and the Company of Mercers
whose support will keep us going for the next
three years. There’s just a few thousand
pounds to find.

We start 2024 with three opportunities for
older people which are key activities asked
for in the research we carried out last year:

* getting to grips with technology in special
sessions geared to whatever you need - face
timing the family on a mobile phone, using a
tablet or iPad, or getting a doctor’s
appointment on line and much more
(Thursdays);

*starting up a Men’s Group where you
decide what it will do and how that will
happen (Friday mornings);

*dropping in for a coffee, meeting up with old
or new friends and having company during
the day (Tuesday afternoons).

The Lounge at Priestfield Church is where
this will happen and full details will be
available soon on our posters and website:
www.southsidefaithcare.org

Email: southsidefaithcare@gmail.com
Phone: 07478 543510

SHOEBOX SUCCESS
Thirty eight shoe boxes were taken
along to Blythswood Care for their
Shoebox Appeal Project. The boxes
were filled and donated by families,
groups and individuals from Craigmillar
Park, Mayfield Salisbury and Priestfield
Churches. (Maybe next year we'll be
doing it as Newington Trinity!)

The boxes will go to Albania, Bulgaria,
Hungary, Kosovo, Moldova, Romania,
Serbia and Ukraine and will bring joy
this Christmas to people who have so
little. Thank you to everyone who
helped fill a box.

Diane and Barry Cross



9

A very happy Christmas from
Mayfield Salisbury Parish
Church! We’ll be celebrating
the wonder of Christmas and
the birth of Jesus with a variety
of services at which you are
very much welcome, including
our popular Christingle
service. Come along to share
in the real meaning of
Christmas in carols, readings
and prayers. We would love to
see you there.
May God bless you and your
loved ones at this special time,
and in the New Year.
Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth

Sunday 10 December
9.30am All-Age Service with communion

10.45am Traditional Service with communion
7.00pm Christmas Carol Concert

Sunday 17 December
10.30am Joint Sunday Service

4.00pm Candle in Memory at Priestfield Church
A service to remember loved ones whom we have lost

Saturday 23 December
6.30pm Christingle Service

Sunday 24 December
10.30am Joint Sunday Service
11.30pm Watchnight Service

Monday 25 December
10.30am Christmas Day All-Age Service

Sunday 31 December
10.30am Service of Nine Readings and Carols

Forthcoming ServicesHappy Christmas

Christmas
At Mayfield Salisbury Parish Church
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Full and part time
funded Spaces

Available

Term time 
Pre-School 

for age 3-5 yrs

8.15am-2.30pm

registered charity number SC006565

TIME

Address 18 W Mayfield, EH9 1TQ
Email info@newingtonnursery.co.uk                           
Phone 07847504002
www.newingtonnursery.co.uk
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Jubilo is holding its annual Christmas Carol Concert on Friday 15
December 2023 at 7.30pm in St Cuthbert’s Parish Church,
Lothian Road, Edinburgh, EH1 2EP. Tickets are available online
at www.ticketsource.co.uk/jubilo or from Honey Ballantine,
George Ross and Winifred Hodge, price £14 or £12.50
concession. All welcome!

PARISH REGISTER
Deaths
Hilary Flenley
Douglas Currie
Joan Nicol
Hamish Glen
Colin MacNab
Isabella McAlpine

New Member
Jennifer Macalister Hall

NEWS

JUBILO
CAROL
CONCERT

TAKE PART OR COME ALONG. The choir will soon be preparing
Advent and Christmas carols for our concert on the evening of 10
December. It would be lovely if other singers in the congregation,
and friends who sing, could join us for the event. We will be
practicing the music on the two Thursdays before the concert, 30
November and 7 December at 7.30pm, and late afternoon on the
day of the concert. If you would like to join in or have questions,
please let Walter know at 0751 705 0140 or
walterthomson@hotmail.co.uk

CHOIR
CONCERT
SUNDAY 10
DECEMBER

As well as raising money for a variety of causes, the Craft Fair in
early November was an opportunity for all three of the
congregations of Newington Trinity to work happily together, along
with other folk from local enterprises. The total raised exceeded
£3000, with £1620 for Christian Aid, £750 for Richmond's Hope
and more than £1000 between various charities: Fair Trade,
Bridgend Farm, Marie Curie and Crohns and Colitis UK.
Richmonds Hope, based at Richmond Craigmillar Church, does
outstanding work supporting bereaved children.

And then, following the visit from Debbie Edirisinghe the following
day, a further £464 was raised for Child Action Lanka.

CRAFT FAIR
AND
BEYOND

Many thanks to everyone who contributed gifts, cash, tokens,
wrap and tags on the 26 November. The donations are most
warmly received and make a positive difference in the lives of
many people. Anne Graham 0131 667 6331.

GIFT
SERVICES



Plans for Spring 2024

We are now booking speakers for our
spring programme.

As usual, we’ll be offering weekly talks at
10.30am on Wednesday mornings. We’ll
begin on 10 January 2024.

We meet in The Eltham Suite at The Eric
Liddell Community at Holy Corner,
Edinburgh. EH10 4DP.

So far we have speakers booked for the
following subjects:

The Scottish National Investment Bank;
Community Ownership of public assets;
and 'Are Russia, China, Iran, North Korea
the new Anti-Western Axis?’

We are seeking speakers on: Policing;
Flooding causes, problems and solutions;
and AHuman Rights Bill for Scotland. More
topics are planned.

Everyone is welcome to come to our talks.
£3 or pay for the whole term.

Here is our programme up to Christmas.

6 December - Dr Sunny Bains
Scientist/Journalist, University College,

London.
Artificial Intelligence:
Promises and Threats.

13 December - Luke March
Professor of Post-Soviet and Comparative

Politics, University of Edinburgh.
Russia’s war for its past and future.

Barbara Darcy
b.darcy20@gmail.com
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MORNINGSIDE JUSTICEAND PEACE

BETHANY CARE VAN

Request for winter warmers
As the colder weather will begin to bite, we
invite you to donate certain items of
clothing which are most often requested by
folks who use the care van.

Your help will be greatly appreciated.
Please leave items in the foyer at West
Mayfield where there is a labelled box.
Many thanks.

In particular, we are looking for:

• Warm jackets
• Sweatshirts/ hoodies
• Jogging trousers
• New thermal vests
• Ordinary T shirts
• Warm socks
• New briefs or boxer shorts
• Gloves / beanie hats
• Toothpaste, soap, shaving foam,

disposable razors and deodorant.
• Sleeping bags
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In this season of autumn, the earth turns
through some of its greatest displays of
natural beauty, which arise out of contrasts
and contradictions: of decay and
regeneration, of passing light and growing
darkness. Trees and plants wither, leaves
fall in their millions, rain drenches the
ground, gusts of wind blow and buffer, till all
seems spinning in flux, ever changing,
regressing and regrowing. And yet, after
the darkest hour just before the dawn,
when the world seems to us nothing but
blackness and foreboding, a blanket of
darkness and gloom, a shaft of light then
awakens the day and before us is played a
symphony of russet reds, deep maroons, a
carpet of yellows and ochres and soft,
tarnished greens. And likewise as the light
of the day passes early, we might find in the
gloaming of dusk amongst the sharpness
of crisp, chilled air and the crunch of frosted
ground, the same beauty flowering from
imperfection that far surpasses the naked
summer sun.

Renaissance and Baroque artists used the

Italian term ‘chiaroscuro’ to describe the
strong contrasts and contradictions
between light and shade, that when
brought to a painting might affect the whole
composition, and by doing so not only
brought depth and volume to its character,
but also determined its meaning. One of
the masters of ‘chiaroscuro’ was
Caravaggio, as in his painting from 1600
‘The Calling of Matthew’; where the tax
collector, head bowed at the table, is partly
obscured by the darkness of his old life
whilst illuminated in the light of a new life in
Christ, and all that we clearly see of Jesus
is his finger pointing directly to Matthew.

Until the start of this month at the City Art
Centre there was a major retrospective of
the work of the Scottish artist Peter
Howson, I don’t know if you caught it. It
included many of his very moving religious
works which have followed his coming to
faith around twenty years ago. Howson
described in video pieces in the exhibition
his own liking for the contrasts and depths
of meaning in chiaroscuro, reflecting the

A SHROUD OVER
ALL PEOPLES
ISAIAH 25:1-9;

PHILIPPIANS 4:1-9



light and shade at the heart of all life,
including his own, and the
contradictions between all good and evil.
his picture ‘The Third Step’, inspired b y
his own ‘Damascus Road’ experience o f
encountering God, is a vivid
illustration; darkness and light upon h i s
scarred body which is yet bathed in a sof t
glow, a tunnel of brightness
illuminating Christ on the cross above a
church door opposite, that Howson
looks yearningly towards as he he
begins to rise from the ground.

The ‘chiaroscuro,’ the light and
darkness of life, is never far away in t h e
Christian faith. Yet Christianity has in i t s
Scriptures an unbreakable thread of t h e
resilience of hope from start to finish -
born of the covenant promises of an
Old Testament God, the anticipation
of deliverance and liberation running from
the Exodus through the prophets; the
announcement of the inauguration of the
Kingdom of God through His coming in
human form in Jesus Christ; Jesus’
resurrection to new life from the grave, and
the final triumph of Christ in the world at its
end, in his coming again in the apocalyptic
vision of the Book of Revelation.

And that thread of hope is consistent
throughout in its anticipation of what is yet
to be with God; that there will be a new
beginning that is somehow just beyond our
grasp, our fingertips are brushing past it;
that there WILL be, as a matter of some
certainty, a return to Eden – that through
faith and trust in God, life ON THIS EARTH,
never mind the next, will be realised and
consummated in a radical departure from
the endless cycles that humanity seems
doomed to repeat; from the seemingly
limitless behaviours which destroy and
belittle and devalue. The recurrent
ravaging animal instincts of humanity that
kill and maim others, slaughter people over
possession of land or wealth, steal their
goods and flatten their homes, despoil the
earth and its climate, subjugate races of
people or discriminate against those
around with differing characteristics, and

somehow dress all this up under a warped
sense of right and wrong, of entitlement
and victor’s justice.

In the face of all this, one day, it is promised
repeatedly in the Scriptures, from first page
to last, that a new age will be be upon us.
And our passage from the prophet Isaiah in
Chapter 25, written at a time of the threat to
God’s people of terror and destruction from
Assyria, the superpower of their day,
illustrates some of the recurring motifs of
this promise.

It starts in the first five verses in abundant
praise of God, a God who is said to be a
refuge to the poor and needy in their
distress, whereby God’s hand ,verse 5, ‘the
song of the ruthless was stilled’ and God,
verse 4, was a ‘shelter from the rainstorm
and a shade from the heat.’ This is a God,
the motif tells us, of the persecuted not the
persecutor, of the victim and not the
perpetrator, of the attacked and not the
attacker.

And in the latter four verses, Isaiah says
there is a day of the Lord yet to come, and
on that day we will be glad and rejoice in

The Calling of Saint Matthew (1599–1600),
Contarelli Chapel, San Luigi dei Francesi, Rome
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the salvation of the God for whom we have
waited. Because on that day, there will be
peace and harmony, there will be
brotherhood and sisterhood, the shroud of
destruction and death that lies over all
people and all nations will be destroyed by
God, they will be reconciled to each other
and to God, tears will be wiped away from
all faces, and on God’s mountain all people
will sit together equally, sharing in the
richness of the resources and abundance
of the earth. This is a God, the motif tells
us, not of one tribe over another, but of all
people, the world over, made in his image
and treasured for who they are. This is a
disruptive, unexpected reversal, from a
shroud of darkness towards a dawn of the
light for the entire human race; the hope of
a final homecoming for all humanity from
the exile of the far country.

That’s what Isaiah says, and turn
elsewhere in his book, or in places all over
the 1,200 pages of the Bible and there it is:
the ‘eschatological vision’, as theologians
would say, plain as your eyes can see.

But there are some moments in our life and
times upon this earth when we look at the
path of humanity and struggle to find even
pinholes of light in a seemingly
overwhelming darkness, when those motifs
of hope seem like hollow words which
evaporate into thin air as they are spoken,
a ‘will o’ the wisp’. The shade seems to be
blocking out the light. The shafts of

brightness heralding new life and hope in
chiaroscuro that a brilliant artist like
Caravaggio or Howson can highlight, the
beauty from decay that the autumn sunrise
or sunset lavishes upon us, can seem to be
fully extinguished. In the darkest hour with
little hope of the coming of the dawn.

And we say, where is God? Where are
even the traces, the slivers, the thin
tongues of light in this darkness that might
keep the candle burning, that tell us that the
resurrection hope of Christ is ‘still on’, that
the Kingdom of God really is amongst us
and might one day be brought to
realisation?

When we see filling our screens the terrible
death and destruction in the past week in
Israel/Palestine, where is there even a
flicker of hope? The words of our faith, our
common humanity, the roots of our very
beings cannot but condemn the barbarity of
the horrific terrorist attacks, killings and
kidnappings launched last week, nor might
they be silent when in response swathes of
civilians are bombed to death, denied water
and food, and forced to flee in fear. Two
groups of human beings are seemingly
determined to annihilate the other and wipe
them from the face of the earth, borne of a
mutual hatred and intractable competing
claims to the land. It speaks of a deep and
dark pit of humanity, a seemingly endless
night, of a wake, a requiem for the soul.
When, O God, will this shroud that is cast
over all peoples be destroyed by You?
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When will death itself be swallowed up and
the tears wiped away from all faces?
Where today is the Christ, the Prince of
Peace, the triumph of love over death and
destruction?

In his song Anthem, Leonard Cohen wrote:

Ring the bells that still can ring
Forget your perfect offering
There is a crack, a crack in everything
That’s how the light gets in.

In a rare interview, he explained his
thinking, saying:

‘There is a crack in everything that you
can put together: Physical objects,
mental objects, constructions of any
kind. But that’s where the light gets in,
and that’s where the resurrection is and
that’s where the return, that’s where the
repentance is. It is with the confrontation,
in the brokenness of things.’

In our broken and imperfect world, the
cracks open to allow a sliver of light. We
remember then the hunched and partly
obscured figure of Matthew called by
Jesus. We remember the battered and
scarred body of Howson yearning for the
Christ. We come back to the ancient motifs
of faith for a sliver of light and hope. Back
to the smallest moments of finding
ourselves once more in the homecoming.
We remember then the resilience of hope.

And repeat again the ancient words: ‘The
light still shines in the darkness, and the
darkness will never extinguish it.’ Richard
Rohr asserts that in Isaiah, we see that
injustice and evil are not the final reality.
Instead, he says, the final reality is the
comfort and compassion of God. In other
words, that love will win, and love will
conquer all.

And yet what can we do, seemingly
powerless as we are? Maybe as Paul says
in the letter to the Philippians, in times like
these all we can do, as he puts it, is to
stand firm in the Lord and keep on doing
the things we have learned, in the way he
describes: stand firm in what is true,
honourable, just, pure, pleasing,
commendable, gentle. Stand firm in the
way of peace, and as Paul says in verse 7,
the peace of God which passes all
understanding, will guard our hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus.

Maybe that’s how we go on now. We ring
the bells that still can ring. We stand firm
and pray for peace; pray that the weapons
of war will, one day, be turned into
ploughshares and pruning hooks. Hope
today is identifying a sliver of light. In
seeing that sliver contrasted against the
darkness of the world, and in the contrast
that there is beauty in imperfection,
breaking through the cracks. Stand firm in
the resilience of hope and do not despair,
for God is still there. Amen.
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We had our annual parents night in
November with the highlights being the
video of our summer camp and a
presentation by Kevin Chen on his trip to
the World Scout Jamboree in South
Korea. The evening also included a
session where awards were made to
Scouts who had made significant
achievements over the year. Thanks are
due to William Mearns for his background
support.

The recent programme has also included
lots of time outdoors with a night hike over
the Pentlands on a windy but otherwise
fine night. Our annual mystery night
provided a bit more comfort on the Ghost
Bus – billed as a comedy-horror theatre
experience on wheels and haunted
history bus tour of old Edinburgh.

Since our centenary year in 2020, we
have spent a weekend every year at
Bonaly Scout Centre planting trees,
beginning with 100 in that year. We
returned for a fourth year to bring the total
up to close to 500 this year. Over the long
term, the trees will provide shelter around

some of the more exposed camping areas
and the new amenity hub. It also gives the
scouts the opportunity to help in the battle
against climate change.

Alan Dickson
Scout Leader

Headquarters
Mayfield Salisbury Parish Church
18 West Mayfield
Edinburgh
EH9 1TQ
Scottish Charity No SC006141

GIVINGAND QR CODE

SCOUTS UPDATE

You will notice we have
added a Quick
Response (QR) code to
this magazine and in
various places in the
church. Our QR code
is a handy way of using
your smart phone or
tablet’s QR app to link
you to our Giving Page.
Once you have joined
the Giving Page, all the
usual protocols and
safeguards are still
operative. The Kirk
Session wishes to
express its continuing
gratitude to those who
support the Church's
work through their

offerings. Restrictions
have prevented circulation
of the ‘plate’ during
services but those who
would have wished to use
it may make use of the
bowls marked Plate
Collection situated in the
vestibule and halls
entrance.

Regular or single donations
are possible online at:

www.give.net/20311853

or please contact our
Freewill Offerings Treasurer
Hugh Somerville by email:
hs.somerville2@gmail.com
or phone 0131 466 2446
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OUR DEFIBRILLATORS

At Mayfield Salisbury Parish Church, we
have two automated external defibrillators
(AEDs). One is situated on the external
wall to the right of the halls entrance on
West Mayfield. The other is situated inside
just to the right of the information screen.

The external machine is part of the network
of community defibrillators and is
registered with the ambulance service.
There is also an external defibrillator at
Priestfield Church - on Dalkeith Road.

You must first call 999 and the operator will
request the emergency reference which is
displayed on a plaque to the left of the
Defibrillator Box. The reference number is
SJS 170. Once this is known the operator
will be able to provide the access code for
the defibrillator box. Although there is no
need to call 999 to operate this AED, calling
999 is the first step in any emergency
response.

In either case the emergency call operator
will ask that someone stay with the casualty

and carry out CPR while another fetches
the AED.

Using the AED Switch on the AED. The
AED will then provide voice prompts
explaining how to apply the pads and
operate the device.

For more information www.youtube.com/
watch?v=UfvL7wTFzl0 for a video
demonstrating how to use an AED.

External Defibrillator

Internal Defibrillator
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AYEAR IN GHANA

The following report comes from Thea
O’Sullivan, who spent a year volunteering in
Ghana with Project Trust. She was
supported by a grant from the Shierlaw
Fund.

I volunteered in Ghana with Project Trust,
an international charity that focuses on long
term overseas placements. Now I have had
time to digest my time there and begin to
reflect, I want to share my final thoughts and
experiences. I lived in Strogbe, teaching
Maths and Science to form one at East
Ridge junior high school, where my classes
consisted of 40 people between the ages of
12 and18.

Teaching my classes kept me very busy. I
also helped out by covering other teachers’
lessons when they were sick or could not
teach for some reason. I tried to encourage
a love of learning and the idea that trying
your best is all you can do. I had a closer
bond with a few of the girls in the class who
came to me for extra maths help at break
times. I hope I encouraged the girls to be
brave and independent young women, and
to see that maths and science are paths
they can go down if that is what they want to
do. I loved encouraging the kids to dream
big.

After school I often visited a big family I
befriended and helped the children to
practise their reading and writing while the
parents taught me to cook, speak and eat
like a true Ghanaian. Strogbe is in the
Volta region of Ghana, home to the Ewe
people so I spent time learning to speak
Ewe and mastered their traditional Ewe
dance! I was lucky enough to attend a
wedding, which helped me really to
immerse myself in the culture. I also
attended a funeral. These are huge
celebrations of life, family and friendship
here.

This year has taught me so much and
opened my eyes to a new way of life.
Ghanaian culture is one of openness and
teamwork. I have been inspired to take on
these values in my own life and to always
have room in my heart to help and look out
for others. The camaraderie I experienced,
especially with the women, has been
amazing. The women of Ghana are super
heroes, they take on so many roles. They
are teachers and sellers, business women
and amazing cooks, wonderful mothers
and talented singers.

I left the school after my students sat
exams, and I was so proud of how hard
they worked and the results they gained. I
could see an improvement in their
confidence and am sure this will continue
as I pass my project on to the next set of
volunteers. In my final month in Ghana I
got in touch with a non-government
organisation called ‘Girls’ Club Ghana’ and
helped them to find a period manual to
share with girls in the region. They also
have a programme teaching communities
to make their own reusable menstrual
pads. My mother and I were able to donate
some materials for them to do this.

I would like to thank everyone who
supported me throughout this year and I
encourage all those who have the
opportunity, to visit my second home,
Ghana.
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FOODBANK DONATIONS
From the Edinburgh Food Project:

Hello to everyone at Mayfield Salisbury
Church,

All of us at Edinburgh Food Project wanted
to say a huge thank you for all the support
and generosity you have given us over the
years. Your wonderful congregation has
gifted 518.7kgs of food donations to
Edinburgh Food Project over the years.
Without your help, we wouldn’t have been
able to support the thousands of additional
people who have been coming to our
foodbanks in urgent need of basic
essentials, support, and reassurance that
better times will come.

With the cost-of-living crisis, and the
temperature starting to drop our foodbanks
are bracing for their toughest winter yet.
This Christmas we are asking people to
Change the Present and make a real
difference to people in crisis. There are lots
of ways that you can help: collecting
money, donating food, or fundraising for the
foodbanks. We have lots of resources and
ideas to help you with anything you might

like to do including Reverse Advent
Calendars, Christmas Quizzes, and Bake
Sales. If you have any ideas, or questions,
or would like to get involved in helping the
foodbanks this Christmas in any way we
would love to hear from you.

Warmest wishes,

The Edinburgh Food Project
If you would like to donate, there will be
a marked collection point (under a
bench!) at the side door (West Mayfield)
for bags of food to be placed in. Thank
you!

COLLECTION POINT
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THE BIBLE INAYEAR

December
1 Hosea 3-6 / Revelation 1
2 Hosea 7,8 / Psalms 137,138
3 Hosea 9,10 / Revelation 2
4 Hosea 11,12 / Revelation 3
5 Hosea 13,14 / Revelation 4
6 Joel 1,2 / Psalm 139
7 Joel 3 / Revelation 5
8 Amos 1,2 / Revelation 6
9 Amos 3,4 / Psalms 140,141
10 Amos 5,6 / Revelation 7
11 Amos 7,8 / Revelation 8
12 Amos 9 / Revelation 9
13 Obadiah / Psalms 142.143
14 Jonah 1,2 / Revelation 10
15 Jonah 3,4 / Revelation 11
16 Micah 1-3 / Psalm 144
17 Micah 4,5 / Revelation 12
18 Micah 6,7 / Revelation 13
19 Nahum 1-3 / Revelation 14
20 Habakkuk 1-3 / Psalm 145
21 Zephaniah 1-3 / Revelation 15
22 Haggai 1,2 / Revelation 16
23 Zechariah 1,2 / Psalms 146,147
24 Zechariah 3,4 / Revelation 17
25 Zechariah 5,6 / Revelation 18
26 Zechariah 7,8 / Revelation 19
27 Zechariah 9,10 / Psalm 148
28 Zechariah 11,12 / Revelation 20
29 Zechariah 13,14 / Revelation 21
30 Malachi 1,2 / Psalms 149,150
31 Malachi 3,4 / Revelation 22
January 2023
1 Genesis 1,2 / Matthew 1
2 Genesis 3,4 / Matthew 2

3 Genesis 5,6 / Matthew 3
4 Genesis 7,8 / Psalms 1,2
5 Genesis 9-11 / Matthew 4
6 Genesis 12,13 / Matthew 5
7 Genesis 14,15 / Psalms 3,4
8 Genesis 16,17 / Matthew 6
9 Genesis 18,19 / Matthew 7
10 Genesis 20,21 / Matthew 8
11 Genesis 22,23 / Psalms 5,6
12 Genesis 24,25 / Matthew 9
13 Genesis 26,27 / Matthew 10
14 Genesis 28,29 / Psalms 7,8
15 Genesis 30,31 / Matthew 11
16 Genesis 32,33 / Matthew 12
17 Genesis 34-36 / Matthew 13
18 Genesis 37,38 / Psalm 9
19 Genesis 39,40 / Matthew 14
20 Genesis 41,42 / Matthew 15
21 Genesis 43,44 / Psalm 10
22 Genesis 45,46 / Matthew 16
23 Genesis 47,48 / Matthew 17
24 Genesis 49,50 / Matthew 18
25 Exodus 1,2 / Psalms 11,12
26 Exodus 3,4 / Matthew 19
27 Exodus 5,6 / Matthew 20
28 Exodus 7,8 / Psalms 13,14
29 Exodus 9,10 / Matthew 21
30 Exodus 11,12 / Matthew 22
31 Exodus 13,14 / Matthew 23
February
1 Exodus 15,16 / Psalms 15,16
2 Exodus 17,18 / Matthew 24
3 Exodus 19,20 / Matthew 25
4 Exodus 21,22 / Psalm 17
5 Exodus 23,24 / Matthew 26
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DATES FORYOUR DIARY
THE BILL MCDONALD MEMORIAL LECTURE

A date for your diary: the Bill McDonald Memorial
Lecture – The Colours of God: Celebrating
Creation in the Church – will be delivered in the
sanctuary on Sunday 3rd December at 7pm by The
Very Revd Professor David Fergusson (right) OBE
FRSE FBA, Regius Professor of Divinity at the
University of Cambridge and Dean of the Chapel
Royal in Scotland. To be followed by a reception
in the Bill McDonald Hall – wine and soft drinks.
ALL WELCOME - bring a friend. This event is free.

The Very Revd William J. G. McDonald DD (1924–2015) was Minister of this church
from 1959 to 1992. He was also Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland in 1989.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY CONTINUED

Sun 24 Christmas Eve
10.30am Joint Service of Worship (Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth)
4.00pm Messy Church at Priestfield Church
11.30pm Watchnight Service (Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth)

Mon 25 Christmas Day - The Nativity of the Lord
10.30am Joint Service of Worship (Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth)

Tue 26 NO Morning Prayers

Sun 31 10.30am Service of Nine Readings and Carols

January 2024

Tue 2 No Morning Prayers

Sun 7 First Sunday of Epiphany
9.30am All-Age Worship (Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth)
10.45am Traditional Worship (Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth)
7.00pm Evening Service (Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth)

Tue 9 10.00am Morning Prayers

Thu 11 2.00pm Thursday Club - Bill McDonald Hall

Sun 14 Second Sunday of Epiphany
9.30am All-Age Worship (Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth)
10.45am Traditional Worship (Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth)
TBC Youth Group

Tue 16 10.00am Morning Prayers

Thu 18 2.00pm Thursday Club - Bill McDonald Hall

Sun 21 Third Sunday of Epiphany
10.30am Joint Service Worship (Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth)
TBC Youth Group

Tue 23 10.00am Morning Prayers

Wed 24 7.30pm Kirk Session

Thu 25 2.00pm Thursday Club - Bill McDonald Hall

Sun 28 Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
9.30am All-Age Worship (Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth)
10.45am Traditional Worship (Revd Dr Sandy Forsyth)
TBC Youth Group

Tue 30 10.00am Morning Prayers

February

Thu 1 2.00pm Thursday Club - Bill McDonald Hall



Church Address and Office
18West Mayfield, Edinburgh, EH9 1TQ
0131 667 1522 or churchmanager@googlemail.com

Pastoral Care
For Home or Hospital visits, please contact the
Minister

Staff Days Off
Minister: Mondays
Children andYoung FamiliesWorker: Mondays
Manager: Monday-PM & Fridays

Social MediaAccounts
www.facebook.com/MayfieldSalisbury
www.youtube.com/@ChurchEdinburgh
www.flickr.com/photos/98063709@N06
www.x.com/churchscotland (formally Twitter)
www.mayfieldsalisbury.org
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Minister
Revd Dr Alexander Forsyth AForsyth@churchofscotland.org.uk 0131 667 1286

Student Minister
Simon Hessett SHessett@churchofscotland.org.uk 0134 667 1522

Pastoral Assistant
Pauline Robertson DCS pastoralassistantms@gmail.com 0758 704 3191

Children andYoung AdultWorker
Bettina Hather youthworkermspc@gmail.com 0778 319 0114

Church Manager
William Mearns churchmanager@googlemail.com 0780 801 1234

Organist
Kate Pearson kate.q.kate@gmail.com 0744 238 2296

Session Clerk
Boyd McAdam clerkmspc@gmail.com 0777 358 7579

Treasurer
John Graham culkein@btinternet.com 0131 667 6331

Safeguarding Co-ordinators
Aileen Nimmo mayfieldsafeguarding@gmail.com 0131 667 1522
and Dougie Robertson

Gift Aid Donations & Roll Keeper
Hugh Somerville hs.somerville2@gmail.com 0131 466 2446

Mayfield Radio Unit
The Studio mayfieldradiounit@gmail.com 0131 667 7742
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6.00pm on Friday 26 January
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